Kwezana & Majwareni Gardens Project Meeting

Date:

Thursday 17 July 2014
Venue: 

Mum Gugwini’s homestead in Kwezana
Introduction

This is a report on Kwezana and Majwareni combined meeting and session held on Thursday 17 July 2014 from 10am. There were 8 people from Kwezana and 3 people from Majwareni. Opening prayer was done by Mum Raba and Welcome remarks by Mrs Mali (Chairperson). Mr Jwambi transported the Majwareni members to and from Kwezana, and he also gave a motivational message to the group where he encouraged them to produce their own healthy and nutritious food instead of buying everything. He highlighted that most of the members in Kwezana are old people who need assistance from the youth. 

Updates on the gardens:

Communal garden:  Mrs Mali shared that the communal garden had produced and they harvested mostly potatoes. They did not use the whole garden as most of the members are old. They also managed to keep potato seeds that are kept by Mr Gebe for the next harvest. At the moment, the garden is not active, there is nothing inside and the goats are able to get inside. The fence is not strong. The communal garden needs to be worked on. 

Mum Mali went around the Kwezana to monitor and evaluate individual gardens. Some people worked hard in their garden and managed to harvest whilst others did not have anything. People visited were Mr Qabaka, Mr Mzoli Somiso, Nompumelelo Sitele, Putuse Sabelo Mkholele, Noluvuyo Mzanzi, Mr Thobile Sibali, Mr Mahlangebezi Nombombo, mum Nomvume Manhalngabeza (Maduna), mum Leticia Nguni, mum Gugwini, Mr Makhapela, Mr Gebe and mum Raba.  During the visits, Mrs Mali also identified the houses that had fencing challenges. 
Majwareni Communal Garden

There are seven members made of six adult females and male youth. These are Nokuthembela Patu, Notembile Mqeba, Nombulelo Mabadla, Manguse Japhta(very old lady), Ntombekaya Alfam, Nomalisa Sibaca and Kuri Madwayiki (male youth). The communal plot is divided for members to work. Everyone had planted vegetables and some did well whilst others did not survive the winter. 
Mum Patu:
Her vegetables (beetroot, cabbage, spinach, and butternut) in the communal plot did well. The veld fire from Kwezana destroyed the plot in Majwareni, but she did not give up. All the mulch and compost she had done was destroyed. She planted onions and other vegetables. 
Mum Mabandla:
At homestead garden, there were carrots, cabbage, spinach, onions, beetroot, potatoes and sweet potatoes. The sweet potatoes were destroyed by the frost. She also enjoyed the green maize intercropped with beans. She also planted sunflowers of which only two plants survived and she is happy that she will get seeds for the next season. Mum Nobandla also has fruit trees (peach, apple and orange). Her challenges are the cows that destroy her garden. They push the fence. 

Gardening challenges and solutions discussed

	CHALLENGES
	SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS 

	Moles destroying potatoes and sweet potatoes
	Use of dogs, putting fresh bones around the plants (the bones will bring ants that attack mole), digging trenches around the garden. 

	Chickens destroying the garden
	Keep them in a cage or use sambok to hit them

	Youth not interested in farming
	Influence introduction of agriculture in pre schools, primary and secondary schools so that children start to appreciate from early ages. Encourage schools not to use agricultural activities as punishment. Change the mindset of out of school youth and demonstrate that they can survive out of farming. The facilitator encouraged the members to work in small groups in order to help each other (ilima) instead of each person working on his or her own.

	Animals destroying gardens
	Names of those who deserve the fence were submitted to Mrs Maneli


Herbs

The last discussion was  on the use of different local herbs for pests and diseases control. People shared different remedies used and it was an opportunity to share experiences. 
Observation:

· The members highlighted that it is easy to work on homestead gardens instead of the communal garden because in most cases it is far.

· Men are less interested and involved in farming than women.

The facilitator encouraged everyone to work on their land, plant vegetables to feed their families and fight poverty. He reminded people of the Leaky Bucket exercise that was done before and encouraged everyone to save money and produce their own food. 
The next meeting was suggested to be at the end of August.

A visit was made to the communal garden (that was empty) and to Mrs Mahlangabeza whose garden has onions, spinach, beetroot, cabbage, sweet potatoes, green pepper and peas. 
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