MATE SOUTH AFRICA PARTNERSHIP
MATE-SAP

Meeting Minutes
December 11, 2013
Meeting at the home of Charlie Barker, 19 Dawns Way, Leeds, ME – 2 PM

The ‘suppah’ was wonderful.  
Attending: Paul & Dory Dickman [left early – other commitments]; Charlie Barker; Jasmin Satchwell; Rick Ness; Bonnie Frick-Jesteadt; George Hardy; Ed Jesteadt [scribe] 
· Opened with Prayer by Pastor Rick
· Chairman’s Comments – Nelson Mandel’s legacy

· Approval of October 27, 2013 meeting minutes – Moved by George; 2nd by Jasmin - approved
· Treasurer’s reports: 
· Matching funds progress - $3,500 generated $4,600 = $8,100!
· Funds transfer for Tim & Artwell - $2,000 for November ’13 visits
· World AIDS Day – No report yet from churches on results.
· Reports from Tim Wigley and Artwell Chivhinge – and pictures as well. Handouts – will be on website soon.
· Old Business

· uBunye Women’s Exchange

· Candidates – Leeds [Debra Burgess] & Fairbanks [Anne Smith] each have a potential
· Funding – Churches need to help individual candidates; MATE could provide PNNE-uBunye grant for help as well.  
· uBunye representation – George committed to Jenny Stoner to be there for MATE

· 2014 trip

· Dates – Oct. 2 – 30 – These are the tentative dates to start looking for airfares.
· Planning – ecj to plan visit during 1Q14; want program with Tim & Artwell involvement; Sompondo church activity; worship with Macfarlan congregation; visits with other ‘friends’ [Dr. Norma/Derek; John Schenck; Lynne Paterson; George w/Vi & Jake; UK teachers; continue to ‘network’; etc.
· New Business
· Michelle Mitchel going to SA in December – can take small items.

· Visioning – where are we going? What are our goals? Per Chairman Rick:

Core:

We are engaged in a relationship that addresses the legacy of apartheid- hunger, poverty & disease- through self-empowerment, respectful dialogue and sustainable projects

Commitment:

Our principle endeavor continues to be Communal and Home Gardens in the Tyhume Valley. We have renewed our commitment regarding supplying funds for materials and in-county training and development with Artwell Chivhinge & Tim Wigley who provide training & support to local leadership and participants.

We are committed to maintaining relationships with our sister/parent groups like Ubunye and MATE. George Hardy will be our liason to Ubunye. Our members are currently active in leadership roles in MATE.

New Opportunities:

Personal relationships we believe to be vital to the success of our work. We look to strengthen and expand our network locally in the Tyhume valley, greater South Africa as well as to international groups that share our vision and philosophy that may be able to provide greater diversity in talents and resources that can work in conjunction with our core missions.

We have interest and talent in the fields of health care and education/community development and we will look to explore ways to expand our work and influence in these areas either directly or with partners.

· Next meeting – Sunday, January 26, 2014 @ Charlie Barker’s – 2 PM
· Closed with prayer by Pastor Rick.
